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CHAPTER SIX 
A MESSIAH FOR ALL PEOPLES 

'Your father Abraham rejoiced at thc thought of- my day; he saw it and was glad" (John 8:56). 

Every time I read that ~ C C  1 can almost b Enther Abraham's p k c h a l  laughter cchobg through the 
cmmricsl But who uttered that senteneel Wbose "day" is it that W father Abmham with anticipation? 
The  speak^^ was Jesus of Nazapeth, a descdant of Abraham bom 1,900 yews after Abraham's time. 
 in^^ Jews, s t a r t l d b y s u c h a n a ~ d & m , o b j e c t 4 d :  'Yaarenotyctfiffvyears old ... a d  
you have seen Abdaml" (v. 57) .  

His secaxwl even m o ~  daring reply blew the doors off their minds: '1 telI you the mrrh . . . Wore Abraham 
wbom,ImIt' (v. 58). 

ThundusrrPjc Jews piclod up aones to stone Him, but Jesus dudcd than Is# v. 591, Not m y  months 
W,tbatsameJcms, ttanyhqhisowncross.. . w e n t o u t n ~ P ~ o 6 t h e S W ( w h i c h m A r a m a i c i s  
d o d  Golgotha), Here thEy crtlcihd him" (Jehu 19: 17-1 8). 

Where was Golgotha-The Plztcs ofthe S U - W ?  Just outside the wall d JWI&UU and w i h ,  a 
themost, 1,600 mct#softhatip ofMwntMmi& Kmg Solomon, ceaturiwtarli#hadertcxedthe&d 
1ewisrhT~1tonMdMoriatr,pr0bably~comm~moratcthc~spot~Abrabgm stM&dIsaae 
upon that pile of wood (see Gen. 221-19). It was thm that Yahweh p l a d  ~ c l f o n d e r  oath to fulfill 
both b s  of the Abrabamic Commt. 

Note, howwer,thatthe Genesis record dmnotsaythat AbfBhgmOfferedIsaac onMwnt Moiah, but 
r a h r  m '%E e o n  of Mwiah." Clearly, if Abraham had sbd a the very peak of Mdaiah (more 
p~in~e&~thoraitisnow),itwouldhavebeeneasier~~tlaetocatiwras such, S& 
spurs or ridgw btlow b main peak would not have been as easy to name. But if the went had occurred 
much more than 1,600 maers away h m  Mount Moriah, it would mom readily have beta ass- with 
othern&yhills,someofwhichwcrtav~mprominetltthanModah. 

It is possible, therefore, h t  Golgotha could have been the very site of Isaac's o d d  If indeed Yab.weh 
iateaded that Jems' agony also &odd occur on that very site, it was essential that He leave Jewish 
h i s t w i a n s ~ t h a n W d o f i b l d o n , o t h # w i s t ~ ~ t ~ w o u l d  surelyhave b#n 
built making it impossible for Roman suldim to use the s& for J e t  m d m m .  

. . 

In any at, a descendant of Atrraham named Jaw-thwgh inn- of auy -was slain while 
fastened upon woai which He Himself canid to His =tia srte. Isaac, also ha+ no crime charged 
apha him, hcarritd wood to his execution site and then was laid upon the wood. He was spared only by the 
i n t e d o n  of God. And the site in both M was approximately, if not d y ,  the same. 
































